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PRACTICE OVERVIEW

Catharine Baker is a former California State Assemblymember who represented the 16th Assembly District from
2014 through 2018. She is a Commissioner with the California Fair Political Practices Commission, which administers
and enforces California’s landmark government ethics laws. Catharine is Special Counsel at Hoge Fenton, where she
advises businesses and non-profits and practices election law.

BACKGROUND

During her legislative tenure, Catharine was an independent, bipartisan voice in the Legislature, fostering
breakthroughs in significant legislation, particularly on transportation, the environment, and government
accountability. Her collaborative leadership made her one of the most effective members of the Assembly. In just
four years, sixteen of her bills — all supporting education, transportation, public safety, and government efficiency
— passed the Legislature with bipartisan support, and all sixteen were signed into law. Significant legislation
included the creation of Valley Link to construct a commuter rail connection between the Central Valley and Bay
Area, more admissions opportunities to the University of California for California residents, and greater
transparency and accountability rules for state and regional agencies.

Catharine is an active non-profit leader, serving on the boards of California Forward, California Women Lead, the
Livermore Lab Foundation, and the Diablo Regional Arts Association and as a board advisor with Three Valleys
Community Foundation. Catharine is a regular host on Tri-Valley Television for monthly episodes of Mayor’s Report
with local mayors and Supervisor's Report with Nate Miley.

EDUCATION
J.D., U.C. Berkeley School of Law
B.A., University of Chicago, with honors, Political Science

ADMISSIONS
California
U.S. District Court, Central & Northern Districts of California

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

» Moderator, What'’s on the November Ballot, webinar, October 4, 2022

+ Co-Presenter, Reflections on the June Election and Perspective for November, webinar, July 29, 2022
* Moderator, Documenting Trust Distributions, webinar, March 30, 2021

* Moderator, How Remote Work is Transforming the Tri-Valley, webinar, March 2, 2021

» Moderator, £lection Outcomes and Actions to Take, webinar, November 12, 2020

» Co-Presenter, 7imely Tax-Friendly Tactic: 1037 Exchange, webinar, October 21, 2020

* Moderator, How Propositions 15 & 19 Can Affect You and Your Taxes, webinar, October 7, 2020

* Moderator, Make Your Vote Count: Understanding Voting in California, webinar, September 30, 2020
+ Moderator, Best Practices for Managing a Remote Workforce, webinar, September 2, 2020
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https://vimeo.com/760579718
https://www.dropbox.com/s/x3n8gqdw5obb58t/GMT20220729-160002_Recording_640x360.mp4?dl=0
https://www.hogefenton.com/news-events/webinar-recording-documenting-trust-distributions/
https://vimeo.com/519284914
https://vimeo.com/479034221
https://vimeo.com/470805415
https://vimeo.com/465944260
https://vimeo.com/463614789
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SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS CONT.

Moderator, 7ri-Valley Mayors Summit, Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce, August 26, 2020

Moderator, ADA Lawsuits for Websites: Is Your Website Compliant?, webinar, July 30, 2020

Moderator, Lessons Learned from Lawyers. Trust Dept. Risk Reduction Strategies, webinar, July 23, 2020
Moderator, Reopening California: PPP Forgiveness & Return to Work, webinar, July 14, 2020

Co-Presenter, Championing Your Cause, Advocacy in Contemporary Times, Tri-Valley Non-Profit Alliance, May 14,
2020

Co-Presenter, SVO COVID-19 Business Resources: The Impact of COVID-19 on Silicon Valley Real Estate, webinar,
April 14, 2020

Co-Presenter, 7ri-Valley Commercial Real Estate Update. Impacts of COVID-19, webinar, April 1, 2020

OPINIONS AND EDITORIALS

Co-Author, Opinion: California should end deceitful campaign fundraising tactic, The San Jose Mercury News,
August 18, 2022

Author, For Sacramento, Will This Be A Year Of Opportunities Taken Or Missed?, Hoover Institution, January 25,
2018

Co-Author, Opinion: When it comes to stealing campaign money, the penalty should fit the crime, East Bay Times,
August 18, 2021

Co-Author, Some political campaigns trick California donors into recurring payments. That must end,. The
Sacramento Bee, August 11, 2021

Author, Don't Open up California’s Coast to Oil Drilling, San Francisco Chronicle, February 20, 2018

Author, Protect Poor Kids’ Healthcare, GOP Lawmakers Tells Congress, East Bay Times, December 12, 2017
Author, Smarter Alternatives for Transportation Infrastructure, San Francisco Chronicle, April 4, 2017
Co-Author, A/l Californians Should Agree: Get Guns Away From Criminals and Those With a Mental llness, The
Sacramento Bee, May 4, 2018

Co-Author, Wolk and Baker: £nd of Life Option Act is Optional, San Jose Mercury, August 24, 2016

Co-Author, Guest Commentary. Connecting BART to ACE Train Must Become Priority Item, East Bay Times,
November 5, 2015

AWARDS
Catharine was awarded an honorary Doctor of Humanities degree from National University. She received several
awards for her work in the Legislature, including:

The Clean Money Campaign “Champion of Clean Money Award”

California Common Cause “We The People Award”

The National Foundation for Women Legislators Elected Women of Excellence Award
California School Boards Association Legislator of the Year Award

Crime Victims United Legislator of the Year Award

March of Dimes Legislative Champion Award

American Cancer Society/Cancer Action Network California Distinguished Advocacy
California State Bar Wiley W. Manuel Award for Pro Bono Legal Services

hogefenton.com


https://vimeo.com/444290086
https://vimeo.com/442806372
https://vimeo.com/439338284
https://vimeo.com/408117392
https://vimeo.com/403156553
https://www.mercurynews.com/2022/08/18/opinion-california-should-end-deceitful-campaign-fundraising-tactic/
https://www.hoover.org/research/sacramento-will-be-year-opportunities-taken-or-missed
https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2021/08/18/when-it-comes-to-stealing-campaign-money-the-penalty-should-fit-the-crime/
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article253394300.html
https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/openforum/article/Don-t-open-up-California-s-coast-to-oil-12628424.php
https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2017/12/20/opinion-protect-poor-kids-health-care-gop-lawmaker-tells-congress/
https://hogefenton.sharefile.com/d-se584ef1831c640cbb4ef58bf3f8f70de
https://www.mercurynews.com/2016/08/24/wolk-and-baker-end-of-life-option-act-is-optional/
https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2015/11/05/guest-commentary-connecting-bart-to-ace-train-must-become-priority-item/
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